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Robert F. Helminiak is an accomplished executive leader with more than 15 years of trade association experience directing government relations, legal affairs, and strategic growth for complex manufacturing sectors. As the Executive Director of the Color Pigments Manufacturers Association (CPMA), he oversees organizational strategy, advocacy, and member engagement.  

Prior to leading CPMA, Helminiak served as Vice President of Legal & Government Relations at the Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Affiliates (SOCMA). In that role, he helped shape executive strategy and reengineered committee structures to maximize legislative and regulatory influence.  

Throughout his career, Helminiak has built robust advocacy channels across federal agencies and the White House. He has spearheaded major multi-industry coalitions on critical issues including Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) implementation, chemical risk evaluation, environmental compliance, tariffs, and sustainability.  His extensive background also includes leadership roles at the Plastics Industry Association, where he managed science and regulatory affairs and pioneered marine debris initiatives, as well as, positions with the National Propane Gas Association (NPGA) and the Air-Conditioning, Heating, & Refrigeration Institute (AHRI), where he managed high-stakes regulatory litigation and national policy agreements.  

Helminiak holds a Juris Doctor from The Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law, and a Bachelor of Arts from The University of Dayton, and is admitted to the Bar in Maryland and Washington, D.C.  
